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Aloha and Happy Spring, DC Chapter!
I hope you have been having a wonderful 2018.
I would like to first and foremost thank Ron Mori very much for his years serving on the DC
Chapter Board and as Co-President last year.  A special thank you also goes out to Lauren Yamagata
for her years serving on the Board and as Membership Chair.  We will miss Ron and Lauren, but
we know they will continue to be active with the DC Chapter and the AAPI community.  
In this DC News Notes, you will find bios of the talented and diverse backgrounds of our
new Board Members.  The 2018 Board has been hard at work putting together new events and
activities, in addition to our traditional events, for the upcoming months.  We are planning a fun
outdoor activity geared towards youth, events on professional development, panel discussions
on race/ethnicity and identity, a non-partisan get-out-the-vote campaign, and a much needed
workshop on aging/caregiving.  I am so grateful for our all-volunteer Board rolling up their sleeves
and taking the time to give back to our community.
Speaking of traditional events, please save-the-dates for Memorial Day on May 27 and
the JACL DC Chapter Annual Picnic on June 16.   You will find flyers and additional information
enclosed.  As in the past years, we are asking for Memorial Day donations to help cover the cost
of the gravesite flowers.  The cost of the flowers has been covered by our Chapter and JAVA, and
through donations of individuals.  For additional information, please refer to the Memorial Day
flower donation article on page 15.  Thank you, in advance, for your consideration.
Also in this edition of News Notes, you will find information on our new DC Chapter T-shirt.  
Congratulations to Ms. Miya Hiraoka Sluchansky for winning the T-shirt design contest!!!  When
Miya was in the District, Maryland, Virginia area, she was very active with the Chapter as Youth
Chair and a longtime volunteer.  She now lives in California and is completing her freshman year at
University of California, Santa Cruz.  Congratulations again, Miya, and mahalo to all our contestants
for taking the time to submit a T-shirt design.
One of the best parts about the Chapter is keeping in touch with friends.  Due to popular
demand, we will be updating the Membership Directory from the last one created back in the
day.  Because of privacy concerns of the 21st century, we ask that Chapter Members “opt-in” to be
included in the Directory and choose the type of information you would like to share.  Please see
page 11 for details.      
In closing, I would like to thank you, our Members, for your continued support of the DC
Chapter.  In particular, I would like to send our heartfelt thank you to the Crafty Ladies and Ms.
Mary Murakami for their respective donations of $1,000 to our Chapter.  The Crafty Ladies have
not only given the Japanese American community the opportunity to purchase their beautifully
handcrafted gifts for our friends and families, but have continuously and generously supported
the DC Chapter annually.  Ms. Mary Murakami, and the late Dr. Ray Murakami, have served as great
Chapter contributors to our country by making sure the Japanese American story of incarceration
is passed on to the next generation.  We are thankful for Mary’s generous donation in memory
of Dr. Ray Murakami; he is greatly missed.  On behalf of the DC Chapter, thank you very much for
your contributions.  Your generosity will help fund our community events throughout the year.
With much gratitude and wishing you a beautiful spring,
Georgette A. Furukawa-Martinez

CALENDAR
May 27: Memorial Day
June 16: Annual Picnic
July 19-22 JACL Convention
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INSTALLATION LUNCHEON
2018 Board members are as follows:
Georgette Furukawa-Martinez
President
Linda Sato Adams
Co-Vice President
Nikki Yamashiro
Co-Vice President
Craig Uchida
Treasurer
Alice Lin
Secretary
Janice Nakano Faden
Community Outreach

The Washington D.C. Chapter held their 72nd
Installation luncheon on Saturday, January 27, 2018 at
the Meiwah restaurant in Chevy Chase.
Georgette Furukawa-Martinez, mistress of
ceremonies and incoming President of the D.C. Chapter
Board, welcomed over 50 guests and thanked outgoing
Co-President Ron Mori for his years of service, leadership,
and mentorship this past year.  The event started with an
ice breaker where we asked luncheon guests to share first
job experiences.  Though there were many interesting first
jobs, we learned Minister Takuya Sasayama, Minister and
Head of Chancery at the Embassy of Japan, was an arrow
shooter in college for the Akira Kurosawa film, Ran.
This year’s keynote speaker was David Inoue,
Executive Director of JACL National.   David discussed
the current situation of JACL National and the changes
he is implementing to make the organization financially
stable.   He opened up the floor with a question and
answer session for our members and added that he is
always available to listen to the voices of JACL members
across the country.  
The luncheon concluded with the Board
installation by Executive Director David Inoue.   Thank
you to Linda Adams, Yuka Inomata, Alice Lin, Caroline
Mori, Ron Mori, Scott Tanaka, and Nikki Yamashiro for
taking lead and making this event possible.  
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Brandon Mita*
Membership
Caroline Mori
Youth Co-Chair
Christie Mori
Youth Co-Chair
Michelle Amano
Vice President of General Operations,
National Board Member
Kenzie Hirai*
JACL Norman Y. Mineta Fellow
Elizabeth Kurata*
JACL Daniel K. Inouye Fellow
Leona Hiraoka
Member-At-Large
Scott Tanaka*
Member-At-Large
John Tobe
Member-At-Large
*New member
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DC Chapter Board Members
Meet our new DC Chapter Board Members!
The JACL DC Chapter is lucky to welcome four new members to the board.   Learn a
little bit more about our new Membership Chair, Brandon Mita, and new at-large members,
Mackenzie Hirai, Elle Kurata, and Scott Tanaka

Brandon Mita

Brandon is an associate attorney in the Washington, D.C.
office of Littler Mendelson, P.C.  His practice includes counseling and
representing employers across multiple industries on a wide array of
labor and employment issues.  He has represented clients, both large
and small, before various State and Federal courts, in arbitration,
and before multiple Federal, State, and local agencies responsible
for investigating and enforcing fair employment laws.   Brandon also
regularly devotes a substantial amount of time to pro bono work, which
includes counseling several non-profit organizations on labor and
employment compliance issues.  More recently, he has been teaching
labor and employment law to D.C. high school students as part of the
Georgetown Law School’s Workplace Street Law clinic.
Outside of work, Brandon serves as a current member of the
Junior Board of Directors for the D.C. Volunteer Lawyers Project, a nonprofit organization dedicated to creating, supporting, and utilizing a
network of volunteer lawyers to provide high-quality, pro bono legal
services to domestic violence victims and at-risk children in Washington,
DC.   In addition, Brandon is a member of the Community Advisory
Board for the Global Asian Studies program at the University of Illinois
at Chicago.   He is also a member of numerous legal organizations,
including the National Employment Law Council; the Chicago Bar
Association; the Asian Pacific American Bar Association for the Greater
Washington, DC region; the Japanese American Bar Association; the
National Asian Pacific American Bar Association; and the National
Native American Bar Association.

Mackenzie Hirai

Mackenzie Hirai was born and raised in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
After graduating from East High School in 2012, she attended the
University of Utah and received a bachelor’s degree in sociology in 2017
with an emphasis on criminology and diversity.  While attending school
Kenzie was involved with several volunteer organizations including the
Reach for Your Dreams Program and the service organization called
Youthlinc.
Kenzie is currently in the process of taking the entrance exams
for law school and aspires to practice civil rights law as a career.  Kenzie
is currently in Washington, D.C. as the Norman Mineta fellow at the
National JACL office.  She is passionate about her involvement in the
JACL as well as other communities, experiences with music, and time
with friends and family.
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DC Chapter Board Members cont’d
Elle Kurata
Elle Kurata is a brand new JACL-DC board member.   She is
currently the Daniel K. Inouye Fellow at JACL National.  She was raised
in Colorado Springs and went to college at the University of California,
Berkeley.  After graduating in 2016, Elle moved to Japan to teach English
with the JET Programme at a public high school in Omura, Nagasaki.
She is enjoying life on the East Coast and working for JACL!

Scott TanAka
Scott moved to DC from Los Angeles, just two weeks after
finishing graduate school at the University of Southern California (USC)
for a six-month position at AARP.  At USC, Scott studied social work and
focused on mental health and gerontology.  His passion and desire to
serve the older adult population came from his close relationship with
his grandparents.  
Prior to attending graduate school, Scott worked for a small
accounting business in Torrance, CA, where he grew up.  As a Yonsei,
a fourth generation Japanese American, the accounting career
path appealed to him.   However, after almost five years of working
in accounting, he ultimately decided to pursue geriatric social work.  
Fast forward two years, he is now at AARP and very much feels that
he is where he is supposed to be.  Shortly after starting at AARP, his
colleague, Ron Mori connected him with the JACL-DC Chapter.   After
Scott’s first volunteer experience at the JACL National Convention, he
knew that there was no looking back after that!
Scott has become more involved with JACL since moving to D.C.
and is excited to join the JACL-DC Chapter board this year. He looks
forward to getting to know other chapter members living in the DC
Metro area and hopes to utilize his background in social work and
gerontology to do some programming around caregiving and aging in
2018 for our chapter.  
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#WhyIJACL—A Call to Membership Membership Chair Brandon Mita
I have to admit that #WhyIJACL is a
catchy hashtag.  It urges users to explore why
they choose to dedicate their time, services,
and hard-earned money to this organization.  
Most can agree that, compared to when JACL
started in the late 1920s, we have an abundance
of non-profits from which to choose that
address a wide array of issues and causes.  
With all of these options, especially with so
many non-profits in the social advocacy and
social justice field, it really does make one
wonder: “Why should I choose JACL?”
For me, there was never one particular
reason I initially chose to join JACL.  But there
have been many times during the 12 years
that I have been a member where I have
realized how deeply rooted JACL is in my life.  
I can honestly say that I would not be where
I am now if it were not for JACL.  That seems
overdramatic and clichéd – but it does not
make the statement any less true.
For example, when I signed up for
JACL, it was the first time I joined a non-profit
board of directors.  I was in college and had
only participated in student organizing up to
that point.   I saw my board role not only as
an opportunity to become further acquainted
with my community, but also a chance to test
myself in a leadership position.  The chapter
put me in charge of youth programming and
gave me resources and support to formulate
and execute my ideas.   Many chapters,
including the Washington, DC Chapter, give
board members similar support they need
to develop leadership skills and engage with
their local community on important issues.  
JACL gave me my first job out of
college.  I will never forget the sinking feeling
of knowing that I was graduating from college
in a few months and had no clue what I would
do with my major.  Fortunately, JACL had (and
still has) numerous fellowship and internship
opportunities that give recent college
graduates tangible work experience, including
opportunities to work on policy issues that
affect the Japanese American and Asian

Pacific American community.   It also gives
graduates a chance to develop their network
and establish meaningful relationships with
JACL and other community and government
leaders.
JACL also gave me a group of strong
mentors and friendships who have shaped
my career, particularly when I was at a
crossroads.  I have turned to wise people at
various points, and they have always made
time to take my calls, listen to my concerns,
and  offer thoughtful guidance.  Many young
JACLers have had similar experiences and
have numerous mentors throughout the
organization.
Many of the relationships I developed
through JACL are now my closest friendships.  
My work requires me to be on the road fairly
often, traveling to many cities.  In each place
I visit, I can always count on JACL friends for
good food, pleasant company, and plenty of
fun stories.  
I owe a lot to JACL, including my family.  
That is not just a figure of speech.  Ten years
ago this summer, I attended the DC Chapter’s
picnic.   I was between my first and second
year of law school.  It was there that I met my
future wife.  She was the daughter of a fellow
DC Chapter board member.   Now we live in
Maryland and have two amazing children.
I have served on many non-profit
boards and have been a member of even
more organizations.   While I find that all
of these organizations offer much-needed
services and champion issues worth fighting
for, none of them have ever come close to
satisfying my soul in the same way that JACL
has.  Although I know that there are a great
many organizations to which to dedicate
one’s time, energy, and resources, and that
the choice is deeply personal, I urge you to
think about JACL as a strong contender.   If
you do join and stay involved with the JACL, I
hope you receive in return the same joy and
love as I have from it, if not more.
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DAY OF REMEMBRANCE
Our DC Chapter co-sponsored the Day of Remembrance program at the National Museum
of American History.  The theme was “Never Give Up.”  The event included a screening of Never
Give Up! Minoru Yasui and the Fight for Justice, a film by Holly Yasui, Minoru Yasui’s daughter.  
The film followed the life of Minoru Yasui, including his life in Oregon before the war and his
motivation for challenging the established curfew for Japanese Americans.
The film was followed by a panel discussion with Professor Phil Nash, with the University
of Maryland Asian American Studies Program, moderating. The panel included Holly Yasui,
Zainab Chaudary, from ReThink Media, and Doron Ezickson, from the Anti-Defamation League
(ADL).   The panelists discussed the universality of Min Yasui’s story and the importance of
using our resources to stand up for justice.  Specifically, Ms. Yasui emphasized that we need to
stand up and speak out, for everyone has a stake in this fight.  Ms. Chaudary advised us to be
more vigilant, increase our media literacy, maintain sustained engagement, and take back the
narrative by telling more stories.  Mr. Ezickson warned us that we have created tribal identities
but need to create more empathy and stated that our differences are what makes America
great.
During the event, the museum showcased incarceration-related artifacts and documents
that currently are not on public display.  The exhibit of the incarceration of Japanese Americans
during World War II, Righting a Wrong: Japanese Americans and World War II, was also available
for viewing.
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FREEDOM WALK
On Saturday, April 7th, the 20th annual National Cherry Blossom Freedom Walk was
held amongst the cherry trees at the National Japanese American Memorial to Patriotism
During World War II.
Ms. Elle Kurata, the Daniel K. Inouye Fellow in JACL’s Washington DC office, served
as mistress of ceremonies.  Once again the Mt. Airy Baptist Church Boy Scout Troop and
Pack 508 presented the colors, and the Nen Daiko taiko group performed   Founding
members of the Freedom Walk committee were recognized on this 20th anniversary of
the event, including Wai-Ping Chan, Jean Kariya, Kent Kariya, Laura Nakatani, Ken Redden,
Yasue Redden, David Yao and Ann Yonemura.   Also present were representatives from
the Embassy of Japan:  Minister Kazutoshi Aikawa, Deputy Chief of Mission, and his wife
Mayumi Aikawa; Minister Takuya Sasayama, Minister for Management and Coordination;
and Ms. Fumiyo Tsuda, First Secretary.
Several introductory speakers shared remarks.   Mr. Richard Bradley, chair of the
National Cherry Blossom Festival Committee emphasized that immigrants are the engine
that drives the success of the United States. He also noted the importance of our stories
that bring light to dark times when our civil rights were violated.  Minister Aikawa proudly
mentioned that he identifies with Japanese Americans because his uncle is a Japanese
American who was incarcerated.   Japanese American Memorial Foundation Chairman
Larry Oda summarized the civil rights challenges throughout the history of our country
and remembered the 33,000 Japanese American soldiers who served and the 810 men
who gave their lives in defense of democracy.  
JACL executive director David Inoue and author/activist Deepa Iyer joined together
to review past discriminations, outline present conditions, and discuss next steps.   To
provide a context for the discussion, Mr. Inoue described JACL’s role in overturning a little
known piece of legislation called the Emergency Detention Act of 1950.   This legislation
was used to unfairly target Communists and others the federal government felt were
subversive.   Because of JACL’s efforts, the Act was repealed in 1971 and paved the way
for the repeal E.O. 9066 in 1976.   Ms. Iyer described the current situation for Muslims,
including 1:1 discrimination of bullying in schools and removal from airplanes; policies of
immigration and deportation; and the narrative in the media that promotes suspicion and
fear.  She expressed her gratitude that JACL was one of the first national organizations to
stand up and fight against racial profiling of Muslims after 9/11.  Mr. Inoue and Ms. Iyer both
emphasized the need for communication and collaboration to effectively fight against racial
discrimination and xenophobia.  Mr. Inoue emphasized that we need to leave our isolating
bubbles and stop talking past each other.  They agreed that political editorials, civic action,
and bipartisan coalitions are important vehicles for effecting change.
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FREEDOM WALK 2018

Photography Credit: Bruce Hollywood
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JACL-DC and JAVA Present

th

70 Annual

Memorial Service
“70 Years of Honoring Service and Sacrifice”

Sunday, May 27, 2018
9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

Arlington National Cemetery Columbarium
Featuring Ms. Sandra Tanamachi, Teacher (retired), Beaumont, Texas and
Miss Kim Minh Thai, Student, Spark M. Matsunaga Elementary School
After the ceremony, attendees are invited to lay floral arrangements at gravesites of our fallen heroes.
ByMetro: Metro to Arlington National Cemetery, go through Visitor Center & to the Columbarium. By car: Park at the Visitor
Center Parking, Arlington National Cemetery (ANC) to catch shuttle at entrance. Volunteers with signs will direct you to the
shuttle pick up location. NOTE: The Virginia State Police will close part of Washington Boulevard near the Pentagon on Sunday, May

27, 2018, for the Rolling Thunder motorcycle rally. From 7:00 a.m. to approximately 4:00 p.m., Washington Boulevard (Route 27) will be
closed from I-395 to the Memorial Bridge. There will also be no access to Arlington National Cemetery (ANC) from Washington, DC via
the Memorial Bridge. ANC will only be accessible from southbound George Washington Memorial Parkway or northbound Route 110.
Questions: contact Turner Kobayashi at Turner@audleyfarm.com or 540-539-1080
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JACL DC Chapter Membership Directory
Due to popular demand, the DC Chapter Board has voted to update the
Membership Directory from the last one created in the early 2000s. This
Directory will only be for DC Chapter members for the purpose of keeping in
touch. Electronic directories will be e-mailed, hard copies will be sent only by
request.
If you would like to keep in touch with fellow members, please complete the below information
and send to Georgette Furukawa-Martinez (information below), an electronic form will also be emailed
for your convenience. Please submit your information by June 4, 2018 to be included in the directory.   
Please kindly note we will only include information you would like to share (mailing address,
home phone number, mobile number, and/or e-mail address).  
For those who would like a copy of the Directory without submitting information, we ask that
you check the relevant checkbox below to agree not to a disclose contact information in the JACL DC
Membership Directory to others.
				
        Thank you and here’s to keeping in touch!
   
                JACL DC Chapter Board
*Required
*Please check the box that applies to you*
By submitting my information, I agree to share my contact information with JACL DC Chapter Members and
agree not to disclose contact information of those in the JACL DC Membership Directory to others.
- OR I do not wish to submit my contact information, but would like a copy of the JACL DC Membership Directory
for the purpose of keeping in touch with fellow JACL DC Chapter Members. By checking this box, I agree not
to disclose information found in the JACL DC Membership Directory to others.  
First Name*:
*

                                                                                                                                                                  

Middle Name (optional):
Last Name*:
*

                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                 

Mailing Address (optional):

                                                                                                                                                 

Home Phone Number (optional):
Mobile Number (optional):
E-mail Address (optional):

                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                 

Yes, I would like a hard copy sent to me at this address:

Please send completed forms to:
Georgette Furukawa-Martinez
4907 Battery Lane, Apt. 102          or      JACLWDC@gmail.com
Bethesda, MD 20814
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Letter for Support
of Japanese American
Confinement Program
Our Chapter sent the following letter to Congressional committee members to advocate
for the funding of the Japanese American Confinement (JAC) program, which was eliminated in
the FY 2019 proposed budget.
The Honorable Ken Calvert
Chairman
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment
and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Betty McCollum
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment
and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Calvert and Ranking Member McCollum:
As you craft the Fiscal Year 2019 Interior and Environment Appropriations bill, we
respectfully request that you maintain level funding to support efforts to preserve the historic
confinement sites where Japanese Americans were incarcerated during World War II.   This
amount is in line with what has been requested and appropriated in previous fiscal years.
The Japanese American internment constituted one of the darkest periods in our
nation’s history. It would be an even greater failure on our part not to guard against the future
perpetration of similar racially motivated acts.  The camps, relocation centers, processing areas,
and other confinement sites located throughout the South and West are invaluable physical
links that help to help current and future generations connect with the history and significance
of the incarceration.
Congress has recognized the important educational role of confinement sites. With
the passage of P.L. 109-441, Congress unanimously agreed to authorize $38 million to use
these sites as tools to educate the American public.  In recent fiscal years, your subcommittee
provided and Congress approved a $3 million appropriation to preserve Japanese American
confinement sites.
Congress further recognized the patriotism of many Japanese Americans who
courageously volunteered to serve in the U.S. Armed Forces while their families were imprisoned
by honoring these veterans with the Congressional Gold Medal in 2011.
Building on this history of Congressional support, we respectfully request continued
funding to support the significant community interest in restoring and maintaining these sites.
This funding will leverage proportional local involvement to ensure that historically significant
areas receive the attention they deserve. Federal resources provided by your subcommittee
will build upon the strong bipartisan support Congress has already demonstrated and reaffirm
our national commitment to preserving these sites so that we never repeat this history.
Sincerely,
Japanese American Citizens League-Washington DC Chapter
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Dr. Raymond S. Murakami
Dr. Raymond S. Murakami of Bethesda, MD, a
prominent Washington, DC dentist, passed away on
January 24, 2018. During his nearly 50 years in dental
practice, he served members of Congress, cabinet
secretaries, members of the diplomatic community,
Hollywood movie stars, and the Japanese American
population.
He was a member of the ADA, DC Dental Society,
Federation Dentaire International, and Academy of
General Dentistry. He was elected to the Omicron
Kappa Upsilon Society (PiPi Chapter) for honorary
dental academic achievement. He was a recipient of
the First Student Clinician Award and later became
President and a member of the Board of Governors. He was an American College of Dentists
Fellow; a member of the official delegation of the ADA to represent the United States at the
first Federation Dentaire International (FDI) held in Japan; and a dental consultant at the U.S.
Department of State. He was a past president of the Maimonides Dental Association.
Dr. Murakami was born in San Martin, California on May 6, 1927, and during World
War II was incarcerated in an internment camp in Tule Lake, California where he attended
high school. He earned his AA from the University of California Berkeley, BA from UCLA, and
his DDS at the College of Dentistry, Howard University, Washington, DC. He volunteered for
the U.S. Army and was awarded the WWII Victory Medal, the Army of Occupation Medal, and
Congressional Gold Medal.
He was a Life Member and past President of the Japanese American Citizens League
(DC Chapter); life member of the Japanese American Veterans Association; and member of
the board of the National Japanese American Memorial Foundation. In recognition of his
contributions to the Japanese American community he received the Order of the Rising Sun
from the Government of Japan.
He is survived by his wife of nearly 70 years, Mary Tamaki Murakami; daughters, Diane
Murakami and Kimi Murakami and her husband, Kenley Hoover; and grandchildren, Christopher
and Michelle Drake, and Anna and Carolyn Hoover.  We thank Mary for her generous donation
to our Chapter in honor of Ray.
Donations in Dr. Murakami’s memory may be made to National Japanese Memorial
Foundation, 4200 Wisconsin Ave., NW, #106-236, Washington, DC 20016 or to Howard University
Dental School at www.howard.edu/give.
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Floyd Mori

Can you imagine Mochitsuki without Floyd Mori and Irene?  As it turns out, he and his
wife Irene are going back to Utah this summer after having spent 13 years here in Washington,
DC and participating wholeheartedly in our Chapter.
Floyd is retiring as the President and CEO of the Asian Pacific American Institute for
Congressional Studies (APAICS).   Previously, he served as the National Executive Director of
the JACL.  He also served four years as National President and four years as a National VicePresident.
Earlier in his career, Floyd was elected to public office as city councilman and mayor
of Pleasanton, California and then assemblyman to the California State Assembly.   Besides
political office he has held leadership positions in international trade and worked extensively
with Asian American organizations and coalitions to promote civil and human rights.  He has
also volunteered with political groups, youth sports, inner city projects, and church work.     
For his accomplishments Floyd has received a number of awards, including an
Outstanding Citizen Achievement Award from the Organization of Chinese Americans; the
Community Leadership Award from APAICS; and the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with
Rosette Award from the Government of Japan.
Floyd was born in Murray, Utah after his parents emigrated from Japan.   Given his
background and passion for educating the public about the history of Japanese Americans
and the violation of their Constitutional rights, Floyd recently published a book, The Japanese
American Story.  His intent is to share the story through speeches and articles so that no other
people will have to endure such acts.  According to Irene Mori, anyone who wants a free digital
copy of the book (ebook) can request it by sending an e-mail to floydforest@gmail.com.  Irene
will e-mail copies if requested. The book is also available for sale at http://www.amazon.com/
author/sfloydmori.
Best of luck to Floyd and Irene.  We will certainly miss them.  
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Memorial Day
Flower Donations

JACL DC Chapter T-Shirt
Design Contest Winner

Following the Memorial Day service
at the Arlington National Cemetery on
May 27, attendees are invited to lay floral
arrangements at the gravesite of our fallen
heroes.   If you wish to give donations
for the flowers, please give donations
to Georgette Furukawa-Martinez at the
ceremony or send a check to her at 4907
Battery Lane, Apt. 102, Bethesda, MD
20814.  Thank you in advance for your kind
and generous contribution.

It was a nail biter, but we are proud
to announce that the winning design of
the JACL DC Chapter T-Shirt contest is
from Miya Hiraoka Sluchansky! Miya, a
former DC Chapter youth board member,
is currently attending the University of
California, Santa Cruz. We are currently in
the process of setting up a shop on the
website threadless.com for you to order
your own t-shirt, long sleeve shirt, tank top,
bag, cups, and more! Through the website,
you'll also have a variety of color options to
choose from. We will be sure to send out an
update as soon as the shop is completed.
Thank you all for voting and we can't
wait to start seeing the t-shirts at future
JACL events!

Fumie Yamamoto
We are sorry to share the news
that Fumie Yamamoto passed away early
in the morning of April 12, 2018. Fumie
had been living at her assisted living home
where she was happy and peaceful.   In
her quiet way she was a strong supporter
of JACL and other Japanese American
organizations.  We will certainly miss her.  
A memorial service will be held on Friday,
May 4, 11:00 a.m., at Cedar Lane Unitarian
Universalist Church, 9601 Cedar Lane,
Bethesda, Maryland.  Condolences can be
sent to her daughter, Joyce Casso, 3612
Dupont Avenue, Kensington, Maryland
20895.  
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JACL MEMBERSHIP
Increase your support to the JACL by increasing your membership option:
•
•
•

Thousand Club: $200 per year
Century Club: $350 per year
Millennium Club: $1,000 per year

Please consider supporting JACL-DC with employer matching donations or in-kind donations
Go online at http://www.jacl.org/member join or renew today.
Join or renew your JACL membership today! Members receive a complimentary subscription
to the Pacific Citizen Newspaper, free admission to the Japanese American National Museum
in Los Angeles, CA (just show your membership card), valuable discounts, access to special
events, and eligibility for over $70,000 in scholarships awarded every year. Most importantly,
your membership dues also will support the mission of JACL as the oldest and largest Asian
American organization dedicated to protecting the civil rights and liberties of all Americans
and preserving the Japanese American cultural and historical legacy.
To join or renew your membership online, go to http://www.jacl.org/member! If
you’d like to join or renew over the phone, please call 415-921-5225 (Monday-Friday, 8am4pm PST).

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK!
The JACL-DC Chapter website (www.jacl-dc.org) posts the latest news and resources for our
members. On the JACL-DC website, you’ll also find a photo gallery of our members at events
like Keiro Kai, JACL Picnic, and our Mochitsuki. And you can post comments after every news
item – even if it’s to say hi or “job well done” to friends in the chapter. Another way to keep up
to date is to connect to the chapter on Facebook. Search for “JACLWDC” and friend us! Then
you’ll get the latest information from us as posts to your wall.

ABOUT THE JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE
Located in the nation’s capital, the Washington, D.C. Chapter partners with local,
regional, national, and international organizations to build a network of support
that maintains the proud history of the Japanese Americans and promotes the
values and concerns of the APIA community.
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