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CO-PRESIDENTS’ LETTER
Dear DC Chapter,

In our last News Notes letter, we promised to offer support, connection, and continuity 
to you, our Chapter members.  To that end, we held our first Keiro Kai/Family Day via 
Zoom, complete with sharing family artifacts with small groups in breakout rooms and 
playing Trivia for team prizes.  On page 2, you can read about the event, which brought 
much laughter and a light-hearted break.

We hosted our third book talk with DC Chapter members Shirley Ann Higuchi and 
moderator Noriko Sanefuji (page 4).   Almost 100 participants heard Shirley discuss her 
newly published book, Setsuko’s Secret:  Heart Mountain and the Legacy of the Japanese 
American Incarceration. If you were unable to attend, the recording of the well-received 
show is available on our Chapter Facebook page, jacl-dc chapter.  All three book talks 
gave us a window into our history.  Although we miss gathering in person, Zoom allows 
us to connect with people all over the country.

Mochitsuki is our next Zoom event on December 5, 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. Our theme 
this year is RICE to Know You, with games and presentations on the topic of rice.  As 
a special presentation we have Robin Koda, owner and operator of Koda Farms in 
California which is one of the oldest and highest regarded Japanese American rice 
farms (Kokuho Rose, Mochiko flour), sharing some of her family history & knowledge 
with us.  Look for the announcement in our DC Chapter e-mail.  The flyer is on page 17.  

We understand the importance of avoiding isolation, which continues to be a challenge 
during this pandemic.  Therefore, we keep a list of seniors who we contact regularly and 
remember them by mailing surprise gift packages.

You may have noticed that our newsletter includes more organizations whose missions 
align with JACL’s.  That is not only because several of our members play important roles 
in these organizations, but also because we want you to be informed about an ever-
broadening community that you may wish to join.   Our lives become enriched by such 
cross-pollination and alliances.

See you at Mochitsuki to kick off our winter activities and launch the holiday season.

With much gratitude,
Janice Nakano Faden
Nikki Yamashiro
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On September 26, 2020, the JACL-DC Chapter hosted its 
annual Keiro Kai and Family Day via Zoom.  I have been 
a Chapter member for over 40 years, even while I lived in 
Missouri for 16 years and currently in Dallas, Texas for 10 
years.  I always missed those fun Chapter events such as the 
picnic, Keiro Kai, and Mochitsuki, that I could only read about 
in the News Notes.   Now, thanks to technology, I was able to 
see longtime friends, see their children (always entertaining),  
meet new ones and join in the festivities.

Keiro Kai & Family Day was very well-organized and well 
thought-out.  Over 30 people participated.  The Board and 
organizers very cleverly had us go into small break-out groups 
where we were able to talk and share our stories.  Several 
in our group showed treasured family heirlooms, such as 
a drawing from the relocation camps.  Another showed 
letters from her father who, while imprisoned in a camp in 
New Mexico (which I knew nothing about) was classified 
as a Prisoner of War, stamped on his letters to his family at 
the Topaz, Utah camp.  Minister Mukai from the Japanese 
Embassy shared with the entire session his collection of 
books stamped from various tourist and religious sites that 
he visited with his grandparents and parents.  The sharing 
of family heirlooms was a nice way to get to connect with 
people in a meaningful way.  

We also played a game of trivia, which was a lot of fun and 
brought many memories and laughs.  Our theme this year 
is RICE to Know You, with games and presentations on the 
topic of rice.  As a special presentation we have Robin Koda, 
owner and operator of Koda Farms in California which is one 
of the oldest and highest regarded Japanese American rice 
farms (Kokuho Rose, Mochiko flour), sharing some of her 

KEIRO KAI & FAMILY DAY
by Kris Ikejiri

Photos by Kris Ikejiri           family history & knowledge with us.

A standing ovation to JACL-DC Chapter for organizing an interactive and pleasurable event!  In 
times like these, it is all the more important that we continue to connect.  And as icing on the mochi, 
a few days later I received in the mail some specially made masks and Japanese treats.  
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KEIRO KAI GESTURE OF APPRECIATION
by Janice Nakano Faden

In recognition of our Chapter’s Keiro Kai/Family Day, the Board sent small packages of appreciation to 
veteran members.  The packages included a snack of tasty senbei, Chapter post-it notes, and handmade 
masks from the Crafty Ladies.  A special thank you to Leona Hiraoka and daughter Miya Sluchansky, for 
the attractive wrapping and mailing and to Joy Aso, Barbara Ikejiri, Barbara Nekoba, Barbara Sakamoto, 
and Nancy Yamada, for their fine mask creations.  

Here are some heartfelt words from the recipients:

Thank you to each of you for honoring us seniors with your unexpected gifts…Seniors, members, and I 
know some of our friends look forward to Keiro Kai as well as others you plan…These not only provide a 
chance to learn about our culture, Chapter and JACL but also meet up with friends and make new ones.  
You have been most creative and energetic in bringing new ways and programs for us to stay engaged and 
connected…

I want to thank the Chapter Board for the surprise “goodie package”…I’m munching on the arare as I 
write this.  Even though I’m a Chapter member, because of distance I’m not able to attend most Chapter 
activities.  However, the Chapter has been great in bringing the activities to me!”

I’ve just received a wonderful package from JACL-DC…love it.  What a neat and thoughtful surprise.
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JACL DC Chapter 3rd Virtual Book Talk 
with Shirley Ann Higuchi
by Ray Locker

Shirley Ann Higuchi, an attorney for the American 
Psychological Association, was shocked when her 
mother, Setsuko, said on her deathbed that she wanted 
any condolence money for her funeral sent to the Heart 
Mountain Wyoming Foundation.  

Higuchi is the author of a new book about her experience 
as a Sansei and the history of the Japanese American 
experience. The book, Setsuko’s Secret: Heart Mountain 
and the Legacy of the Japanese American Incarceration, was 
the third virtual book talk for the DC Chapter.  The Oct. 7 
talk was moderated by Noriko Sanefuji, museum specialist 
at the National Museum of American History, and opened 
by Japanese Consul General Midori Takeuchi, the Japan’s 
consul general in Denver.  “It was tough and emotionally 
challenging, but Higuchi demonstrated resilience in 
developing the Heart Mountain Wyoming Foundation and 
leading the creation of a museum where her parents were 
incarcerated,” Takeuchi said. 

"My family had the kind of classic Nisei experience," Higuchi 
said about how her parents, Setsuko and William, coped 
with the effects of the incarceration, which they spent at 
the camp in Heart Mountain, Wyoming.  They moved on 
without talking about their time in camp and strived to 
assimilate, she said.

The story, Higuchi said, started in Japan with the decision of her two sets of grandparents to immigrate to 
the United States. Setsuko’s Secret traces the stories of her parents’ families and those of five other main 
characters who were either at Heart Mountain or leaders of the Japanese American community. 

The discovery that her mother was giving money to the Heart Mountain Foundation to build a museum 
"was a life-changing event," Higuchi said, and it inspired her to realize her mother’s dream.  Setsuko 
Higuchi, she said, "would have been shocked out of her mind" that her only daughter realized Setsuko's 
dream of building a museum.  Still, Higuchi said, her mother might be upset at some parts of the book. 

"At some times I felt like I was going through psychotherapy" while writing the book, she said. “It’s hard 
to think about the things you were taught not to talk about.  “Part of healing is understanding,” Higuchi 
added, but it is also about using those experiences to help other people. That applies today to the family 
separation crisis on the U.S.-Mexico border and Black Lives Matter. 
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Virtual  Book Talk Cont’d.
Higuchi said she learned many details about her family life while researching the book. For example, she 
learned that War Relocation Authority officials tried to give her mother the name Shirley during the war, 
which Setsuko rejected. Nevertheless, that was the name Setsuko chose to give to her only daughter.

It took going to Japan last year for Higuchi to learn from her father's cousin, Sumiko Aikawa, about how 
her grandmother told Sumiko about the details of the Japanese American incarceration that she never 
realized. 

If she could ask her mother one thing, Higuchi said, she would ask her about the trip her mother took in 
1950 to Japan for a marriage her father had arranged for her.  "I feel like my grandfather treated her as a 
commodity," she said. Setsuko rejected the match.

Among the 100 guests for the book talk were Ministers Tsukada and Mukai of the Embassy of Japan. If 
you were unable to attend the Zoom event, you can access a recording on our Chapter Facebook page, 
jacl-dc chapter: https://www.facebook.com/jacldcchapter/posts/4005565719472336.

Here is a link to Yuka Fujikura’s podcast, where she tells 
her moving story about her family’s separation before, 
during, and after incarceration during World War II.  She 
emphasizes the profound impact on children in particular 
who are separated from their parents and the need to right 
the wrong when it occurs now.  This interview is part of the 
Divided Families Podcast series, Stories of Family Separation.  

You can find the edited version here on Apple Podcasts: 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/divided-families-
podcast/id1494522013?l=es#episodeGuid=tag%3Asoundcl 
oud%2C2010%3Atracks%2F809483839

YUKA FUJIKURA’S PODCAST

https://www.facebook.com/jacldcchapter/
https://www.facebook.com/jacldcchapter/posts/4005565719472336
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/divided-families-podcast/id1494522013?l=es#episodeGuid=tag%3As
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/divided-families-podcast/id1494522013?l=es#episodeGuid=tag%3As
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/divided-families-podcast/id1494522013?l=es#episodeGuid=tag%3As
https://soundcloud.com/dividedfamiliespodcast/ep-unedited-wrong-is-wrong-life-at-tule-lake-with-yuka
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JACSC Builds Momentum for JACS Reauthorization
by Ray Locker

Members of the Japanese American Confinement Sites Consortium (JACSC) are gathering support for 
a permanent extension of the federal program that has helped pay for the revitalization of multiple sites 
where 120,000 people were imprisoned during World War II.  The support was announced during the 
JACSC virtual meeting and educational forum Oct. 17-18.  The bill by Rep. Doris Matsui, a California 
Democrat who was born while incarcerated at the Poston, Ariz., camp, will permanently reauthorize the 
National Park Service’s Japanese American Confinement Sites (JACS) program and add another $38 
million in funding.  Matsui’s bill, which was introduced Oct. 21, will also include about $10 million to pay 
for educational programs to teach about the racism and human rights abuses in the incarceration and the 
issue’s relevance today. 

David Inoue and Floyd Mori, who helped develop the first JACS bill, are working with Matsui’s office on 
the new bill.  Sen. Brian Schatz, D-Hawaii, will offer a companion bill in the Senate, Inoue said.  The bill 
has bipartisan support.

More than 200 participants in the JACSC weekend forum included members of the groups that make 
up the consortium, as well as several prospective members. They heard experts in developing new 
approaches to oral histories, preserving and conserving heritage, and developing successful museums in 
COVID times.  They also drew inspiration from upcoming leaders.

Adapting to new challenges

All of the JACSC members have been forced to adapt to the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Japanese American National Museum (JANM) has adapted many of its exhibits to online presentations 
that can reach thousands of people who are now limited in their ability to travel to the museum in Los 
Angeles.

The Heart Mountain Wyoming Foundation has also expanded its online offerings, which include a 
presentation about artifacts in the center’s collections as well as a series of online presentations featuring 
aspects of the new book by Shirley Ann Higuchi, the foundation’s chair. They are also developing an 
online tour and podcasts supported by a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities.

The National Japanese American Memorial Foundation (NJAMF), under the new leadership of Chair 
John Tobe and Vice Chair Amy Watanabe, is considering how to adjust their education and outreach 
programs. They are working with their Partnerships and Programs Committee to develop these new 
approaches. 

Multigenerational trauma 

The weekend began with a session involving Higuchi and Dr. Satsuki Ina, a psychotherapist, former 
incarceree at the Tule Lake, Calif., camp and a founder of the group Tsuru for Solidarity.  They were joined  
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by former Minidoka incarceree Mary Abo; Lisa Doi, president of the Chicago Chapter of the Japanese 
American Citizens League whose grandparents were imprisoned at Rohwer; Erin Aoyama, a Brown 
University doctoral student and granddaughter of Heart Mountain incarcerees; and Prentiss Uchida, 
a former Heart Mountain incarceree.  Higuchi said she has learned more about the multigenerational 
trauma suffered by her parents, herself and brothers from her parents’ incarceration at Heart Mountain. 
That experience makes up the core of her book, Setsuko’s Secret: Heart Mountain and the Legacy of the 
Japanese American Incarceration. 

Anti-racist Allies in Action

Amidst the rise of anti-Asian sentiment during the COVID pandemic and the call for Black Lives Matter, 
a resurgence and new activism is taking hold in the Japanese American community.  Many people are 
looking for ways to be supportive alongside those who have been involved for decades. 

Susan Hayase, a community leader who has been a longtime activist, recently founded the San Jose Nikkei 
Resisters who are working on a collaborative community effort, Nikkei for Black Lives and supporting 
H.R. 40. Emily Akpan, DOR of NYC and Tsuru for Solidarity organizer, is building a coalition of Black 
Nikkei.  Vigilant Love founder, Traci Love, advocates for communities affected by anti-Muslim prejudice 
and violence in the greater Los Angeles Area. Vinicius Taguchi of Twin Cities JACL has been organizing 
community conversations around police local government accountability. Moderator Mike Ishii, co-chair 
of Tsuru for Solidarity, led the panel and concluded that it’s essential for all groups to collaborate and 
help bring healing to the community and individuals. Anyone is welcome to join these leaders and their 
organizations.   

Engaging NextGen Nikkei Leaders

The JACL National Youth Student Council led a panel of up-and-coming young leaders in the Nikkei 
community. They discussed how they became active and overcame apathy. Some said they were 
empowered by JACL and the Minidoka Pilgrimage Planning Committee, which helped them feel connected 
and build a community with peers. In comments after the panel, many conference participants said they 
felt the future of the Nikkei community is in good hands. 

Praise for Tadaima

Tadaima! spanned nine weeks from June to August and presented dozens of films, pre-recorded and 
live presentations, seminars, performances and interactive demonstrations about various aspects of the 
Japanese American incarceration and its relevance to current issues. 

JACS Reauthorization Cont’d.
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Tsuru for Solidarity Explores Internalized Racism 
and Anti-Blackness in the JA/AA Community

by Janice Nakano Faden 

On October 24, Tsuru for Solidarity presented its final community conversation.  The topic was “Divide 
and Conquer: The Model Minority Myth and Anti-Blackness Post-War-Now.”

This virtual session focused on developing an understanding of how the intersection of Black and Japanese 
American lives after World War II set the stage for perpetuating racism and division.  When Japanese 
Americans were returning to their home after leaving the camps, African Americans were migrating from 
the south in search of a better life up north.  During this process, both groups ended up in close proximity 
to each other, mostly on the west coast and in the Midwest.  

The concept of Divide and Conquer frequently is a conscious strategy of those who hold power to fracture 
communities and pit one community (Japanese American) against another (Black) to foster distrust and 
enmity.  Tsuru for Solidarity Co-chair Satsuki Ina moderated the discussion, guiding participants to look to 
those who have challenged these divisive narratives to form alliances and build community. 

Panelists Hiroshi Shimizu, Ross Harano, Emily Akpen, and Akemi Kochiyama told their personal stories to 
shed light on how anti-Blackness and the myth of the Model Minority, the Japanese Americans, separated 
our communities.  (Biographical details for each panelist can be found on the Tsuru for Solidarity website).  

Continued on next page.
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Tsuru, Cont’d
Afterwards, Healing Circles for Change encouraged participants to join small groups to share their 
stories of Black and Japanese American experiences and relationships.  Participants reflected on how the 
historical experiences discussed in the workshop influenced their lives and attitudes, and what steps can 
be taken to support the movement for Black Lives Matter today.  The role of the Healing Circles was to 
provide a safe space for honest self-reflection regarding anti-Black racism.  The premise is that unpacking 
anti-blackness in ourselves can lead to shared healing and the possibility of deep solidarity between 
separate communities.  DC Chapter members Julie Abo and Janice Faden served as co-facilitators of 
diverse groups.  

You can find a link for the workshop recording here: https://youtu.be/bn0zZKfoyXw 
or here: https://tsuruforsolidarity.org/tsuru-rising-community-conversations/  

The topic of unifying the two communities aligns with the legislation supported by the JACL, HR 40, that 
the article on page 6 explains.

VETERANS DAY PROGRAM
by Gerald Yamada

The Japanese American Veterans Association (JAVA) will commemorate Veterans Day on Wednesday, 
November 11th at the National Japanese American Memorial in Washington, DC.  RDML Andrew 
Sugimoto (USCG) will be the main Veterans Day Program speaker.  Currently, he serves as the Coast 
Guard’s Assistant Commandant for Intelligence.

The National Japanese American Memorial Foundation will be a co-sponsor again this year.  The program 
will start at 2:00 pm EST, rain or shine. 

There will be a substantial change to the program this year due to COVID-19 concerns.  The program will 
be live streamed via Facebook.  Viewers can go to the JAVA website at JAVA-US.org and clicking on the 
Veterans Day Program webpage.   Interested persons are encouraged to watch the program online via 
Facebook rather than attending in person due to COVID-19 concerns. 

JAVA’s Veterans Day Program has been selected by the Veterans Day National Committee, which is a 
part of the Department of Veterans Affairs, as one of the “Veterans Day observances throughout the 
country that represents a fitting tribute to America’s heroes.”  You can find the listing on the Department 
of Veterans Affairs website at https://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/ or https://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/
docs/2020-Veterans-Day-Regional-Sites.pdf.

https://youtu.be/bn0zZKfoyXw  
https://tsuruforsolidarity.org/tsuru-rising-community-conversations/  
http://JAVA-US.org
https://www.facebook.com/Japanese-American-Veterans-Association-201704733192222
https://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/
https://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/docs/2020-Veterans-Day-Regional-Sites.pdf
https://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/docs/2020-Veterans-Day-Regional-Sites.pdf


VOLUME XL  |  NO. 3  |  FALL 2020DC NEWS NOTES

Japanese American Citizens League - Washington, D.C. Chapter

JACL-DC Chapter Scholarship Recipient
by Scott Tanaka

The Japanese American Citizens League, Washington DC Chapter, is 
proud to announce that chapter member, Dante Pellei, is this year’s 
recipient of the Deni and June Uyejima Memorial Scholarship. 
Congratulations Dante! Dante is currently attending the University of 
Virginia (UVA) where he is studying computer science in the school 
of engineering. 

He plans on going into software development and hopes to able 
to bridge the digital learning gap that schools experience. This 
would help students acquire knowledge, skills, and mindsets to 
prepare them to be productive workers in an economy powered 
by technology that will promote equity of opportunity regardless of 
location, disability, or age.

Dante is the second oldest out of five children and comes from a close-knit family of seven that enjoys 
hiking, cooking, celebrating life, playing, and travelling together. He has been to Japan several times with 
his family and loves the people, culture, and food. Last summer, Dante interned at Nihon University and 
Bichidai Middle School in his mother’s hometown, Mishima, Shizouka. There he helped teach English, 
shared his American culture, got to experience the Japanese school system, and made lots of friends. 

In his free time, Dante enjoys playing soccer, Spikeball, playing board games, and strumming his guitar. 
During this COVID-19 pandemic, he noticed the needs of many of his neighbors. Since Dante takes his 
UVA classes from home, he is able to help his neighbors with collecting groceries, doing yardwork and 
projects, sharing stories, and creating new memories. Dante also helped his church go all online with 
live-streaming services as their Media Manager. During this uncertain time, he has experienced local 
communities bridging divides and working harmoniously together. 

The JACL-DC Chapter board was impressed with Dante’s strong academic scholarship when he was 
a student at Douglas Freeman High School, all while balancing extracurricular activities and doing 
community service, and wishes him all the best and continued success. Congratulations once again, 
Dante, you have a bright future ahead of you! 

10
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by Scott Tanaka

I titled this article, Ganbarō, Stay Strong, because this really has been a difficult year for all of us. I am not 
a native Japanese speaker, but I have heard the phrase Ganbarō before, and I believe it roughly translates 
to, “Let’s hang in there together!”  I think it is appropriate given everything that is going on in this country 
and around the world today. 

COVID-19 has changed daily life as we know, and it is not 
clear when we will return to any state of normalcy. This past 
June, COVID-19 really hit close to home. My grandfather, 
Stan Kuroda, passed away from the virus. Though it is difficult 
to know for sure how he contracted the virus, my family 
believes he got it while eating at a restaurant. My grandpa 
was pretty good about staying home during the early 
months of the pandemic and thought he would try eating 
out just once. I am not mentioning this to scare anyone, but 
I hope it is an important reminder that we must continue to 
practice safe physical distancing, good hand hygiene and 
wear our masks. 

Losing my grandpa has been difficult for me, and is even 
more so during this pandemic.  My grandfather lived in 
Torrance, California and that is also where my family is 
located.  Not being able to be home to be with them and to 
support them has not been easy.

I will share that my grandparents have always been an important part of my life, and they are the reason 
I chose to study and receive my master’s in social work (MSW), focusing on gerontology and mental 
health. They are my motivation and my reason for wanting to work at AARP, a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
organization that empowers people to choose how they live as they age.

Since I mentioned AARP, I want to share a few resources:

• AARP’s dedicated webpage for COVID-19 related information and resources:
https://www.aarp.org/coronavirus/

• AARP Tele-Town Halls on COVID-19 and How to Protect Yourself:
https://www.aarp.org/health/conditions-treatments/info-2020/tele-town-hall-coronavirus.html

• We know social isolation is a major concern during this time, especially for older adults. Here is an
article, by Erwin Tan, MD, a director of AARP’s Thought Leadership:
https://www.aarp.org/health/conditions-treatments/info-2020/coronavirus-social-isolation-
loneliness.html

Japanese American Citizens League - Washington, D.C. Chapter

Continued on next page.
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https://www.aarp.org/coronavirus/  
https://www.aarp.org/health/conditions-treatments/info-2020/tele-town-hall-coronavirus.html 
https://www.aarp.org/health/conditions-treatments/info-2020/coronavirus-social-isolation-loneliness.html 
https://www.aarp.org/health/conditions-treatments/info-2020/coronavirus-social-isolation-loneliness.html 
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During times where we are being asked to physically distance, it is important to stay in touch with people, 
even if virtually.  I mentioned that being away from my family has been challenging, but we call each other 
and FaceTime often, especially now that I am an uncle.  I cannot get enough of my niece and call home 
as much as I can because she changes every day.  My niece has brought some much-needed joy to my 
family, and I am so grateful for that. 

Here are a few more tips:  

• Grateful Mindset - I mentioned how much joy my niece has brought my family and me. Taking time
to reflect on things we are grateful for and things that bring us joy can be really good for our overall
health and well-being.

• Fresh Air & Exercise - If you are able and it is safe for you to do so, going for a 30-minute walk outside
can make a big difference.  I recently heard someone say even a 10-minute walk helps!  If walking is
not your thing, find something you enjoy that will help get you to be a little more active.

• Stay Connected - Stay connected with your friends and family, and call someone you haven’t talked
to in a while and see how they are doing.  Attend one of our JACL-DC Chapter virtual events, such as
our upcoming Virtual Mochitsuki on December 5.  It is a great way to connect with fellow Chapter
members, while also having fun!

• Ask for Help - Lastly, I know life is busy.  For many of us, the pandemic has us working longer hours.
For those of you who are parents, you may be working from home while also playing the role of your
child’s teacher.  On top of all of that, some of you are even caring for an older parent or other family
member.  It is important to ask for help, but I know that is not always an option.  And it is not always
easy to ask for. When help is not available or taking a break is not possible, simply taking a moment to
take a deep breath, or two, can be enough, for now.

Please continue to stay safe, take care, and let’s hang in there together! 

GANBARŌ! CONT’D
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by Linda Sato Adams

Woks for Washington (WFW), is a grassroots initiative based in the Washington, DC metro area, focused 
on preserving Asian American culture, primarily through sharing Asian cuisine.  Started by sisters, Grace 
& Catherine Shi, they chose this focus due to the increased phobia of Asian spaces and food following 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and because Asian cuisine is an essential part of their culture.  They have 
been featured in the Summer 2020 JACL-DC Chapter News Notes and The Washington Post for their 
community activism.

Their first project was to raise funds to purchase meals from local mom-and-pop Asian restaurants, 
and donate the meals to local hospitals. They have since expanded to include meals for homeless and 
emergency shelters in the DMV area.  This two-pronged approach fights to stem the increased xenophobia 
and food insecurity in the community brought by the pandemic, and to support front-line heroes.

Goal for WFW:  donate 5,000+ meals by summer 2021.  In order to accomplish this they will need to 
raise $50,000+ by May 2021.  

How you can help:

• Volunteer - WFW is actively recruiting volunteers to help make meal deliveries every week!  Please 
sign up on Calendly and read their volunteer guidelines for info on delivery logistics and safety 
guidelines.  All meal deliveries are Friday night (for dinner) or during the day on Saturday

• Donate - Help them reach our 5,000+ meal goal! Your help would truly allow them to increase the 
impact that the meal deliveries are able to make on the Asian restaurant community and the DMV 
community as a whole.

WFW is currently fundraising to reach their $50,000+ goal, and to bring meaningful cash flow to 
their restaurant partners as soon as possible. Please consider donating to their cause if you are able!

https://calendly.com/woksforwashington
https://www.gofundme.com/f/w4wwoks-for-washington


VOLUME XL  |  NO. 3  |  FALL 2020DC NEWS NOTES

Japanese American Citizens League - Washington, D.C. Chapter

14

WOKS FOR WASHINGTON CONT’DWOKS FOR WASHINGTON CONT’D
Helping Asian restaurants survive is important now more than ever. If these restaurants decide to close, 
the DC metro area would be losing essential cultural institutions that represent our cultural identities, 
traditions, and heritage. With the Asian population in the DC area being among the highest in the US, 
our community would be at a huge loss to permanently lose these Asian spaces.  Through preserving 
Asian cuisine, WFW hopes to maintain and grow the diversity unique to the DC area, and continue to 
play a part in making our capital a place that welcomes all races, cultures, and nationalities.

Please take a look at this WFW Presentation for information about this COVID-19 initiative, current 
results, and expansion efforts. Feel free to reach out at info@woksforwashington.com with any questions 
or concerns.

WFW also started a Food for Thought blog to tell stories from real people on their Asian American 
identities and how Asian cuisine has contributed to building those identities. If you would like to contribute 
to their blog, please fill out this form!

Check out the website and blog for more information, and please help spread the word!

Results So far: 
• 350 meals have been donated
• $15,313 raised
• 220 Donors
• 13 Partners

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XiPMIQsXWF1SQUqCwFBu6iitCBx71gjp/view
mailto:info@woksforwashington.com
https://woksforwashington.com/food-for-thought/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHG-rYS5CLY0nO5pVWzpjmKP2-RNznFbxkUmLA_WJmNJjf-w/viewform
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Washington, DC.   On Sunday, November 15, 2020 at 2:00 PM 
(EST) at Arlington National Cemetery’s (ANC) Columbarium 
Courtyard, the JACL DC Chapter, the Japanese American 
Veterans Association, and the National Japanese American 
Memorial Foundation will join forces to observe Memorial 
Day.   Due to the pandemic, this event was postponed from its 
traditional date in May. CAPT  Cynthia Macri, MC, USN (Ret) 
will be the keynote speaker.

Key Kobayashi, MIS veteran and JAVA’s inaugural vice president, 
began the Memorial Day gravesite decoration program in 1948.  
When Key passed away in 1992 his family has continued the 
tradition, with son Turner serving as coordinator.  According to 
officials at ANC, this is the longest, continuous, annual event 
held at the cemetery.

As in previous years, the Kobayashi family will be headed by Mrs. 
Kyoko Kobayashi, Key’s widow.  This year,  several members of 
the family are attending from Texas and Virginia. 

Due to COVID restrictions, in-person attendance will be limited and attendees must submit names 
by Wednesday, November 13.  If you are interested in attending, please contact Turner Kobayashi at 
turner@audleyfarm.com.

The program will be livestreamed and you are invited to participate virtually. Again, the ceremony will 
take place on Sunday, November 15, at 2:00 pm EST, 11:00 am PST, and 9:00 am HST. To view the 
ceremony, please join us on join on JAVA’s Facebook feed on the JAVA website www.java-dc.org or 
visit https://www.facebook.com/Japanese-American-Veterans-Association-201704733192222.

Nikkei Organizations to hold Delayed Memorial Day Service at 
Arlington National Cemetery 

by John Tobe

Key Kobayashi, MIS veteran. 
Photo: Courtesy of Turner Kobayashi

Arlington National Cemetery. Photo: National Archives

http://www.java-dc.org
https://www.facebook.com/Japanese-American-Veterans-Association-201704733192222.
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72nd Annual 

Memorial Day Service 
“Legacy and Service to Our Country” 

Sunday, November 15, 2020 
2:00 PM 

Arlington National Cemetery Columbarium 

JACL DC, JAVA & NJAMF Present 

Featuring: CAPT Cynthia Macri, MC, USN (Ret) 
Special Tribute: LT Key Kobayashi, USA, MIS Veteran 

Greetings: 
Janice Nakano Faden, Co-President, Japanese American Citizens League, DC Chapter 

Gerald Yamada, President, Japanese American Veterans Association 
LTC Allen Goshi, USA (Ret),Board Member, National Japanese American Memorial 

Foundation 

Event to be livestreamed on JAVA Facebook 

https://jacl-dc.org/
https://java.wildapricot.org/
https://www.njamemorial.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Japanese-American-Veterans-Association-201704733192222
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Virtual MOCHITSUKI 
RICE TO KNOW YOU! 

Saturday, December 5, 2020 
1:00 – 2:30 PM ET 

games  *  prizes  *  getting to know you  *  presentations 

Special Guest: Robin Koda, Owner/Operator of Koda Farms 
(an almost century old Japanese American owned & operated rice farm in 

Central California, https://www.kodafarms.com/) 

The JACL DC Chapter is hosting a virtual Mochitsuki!  Come join us for a 
fun-filled, Japanese American community event where people of all ages 
can come together to enjoy each other’s company and share family 
traditions around the topic of RICE! 

Look for the Eventbrite information to register.  We hope to see you there! 

Japanese American Citizens League - Washington, D.C. Chapter
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ABOUT THE JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE

Located in the nation’s capital, the Washington, D.C. Chapter partners with local, 
regional, national, and international organizations to build a network of support 
that maintains the proud history of the Japanese Americans and promotes the 
values and concerns of the APIA community.

JACL MEMBERSHIP
Increase your support to the JACL by increasing your membership option:

• Thousand Club: $200 per year
• Century Club: $350 per year
• Millennium Club: $1,000 per year

Please consider supporting JACL-DC with employer matching donations or in-kind donations.

Members receive a complimentary subscription to the Pacific Citizen Newspaper, free admission to the 
Japanese American National Museum in Los Angeles, CA (just show your membership card), valuable 
discounts, access to special events, and eligibility for over $70,000 in scholarships awarded every year. 
Most importantly, your membership dues also will support the mission of JACL as the oldest and largest 
Asian American organization dedicated to protecting the civil rights and liberties of all Americans and 
preserving the Japanese American cultural and historical legacy.

To join or renew your membership online, go to www.jacl.org/member! If you’d like to join or renew over 
the phone, please call 415-921-5225 (Monday-Friday, 8am-4pm PST).

CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA, FOLLOW US AND STAY IN TOUCH!!

The JACL DC Chapter website (www.jacl-dc.org) posts the latest news and resources for our members. 
On the JACL DC website, you’ll also find a photo gallery of our members at events like Keiro Kai, JACL 
Picnic, and our Mochitsuki. And you can post comments after every news item – even if it’s to say hi or 
“job well done” to friends in the chapter. Another way to keep up to date is to connect to the chapter on 
Facebook. Search for “JACLWDC” and friend us! Then you’ll get the latest information from us as posts 
to your wall. 
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www.jacl.org/member
http://www.facebook.com/jacldcchapter/ 
http://www.jacl-dc.org
https://www.instagram.com/jacldcchapter/
https://twitter.com/jacl_DCchapter 
https://twitter.com/jacl_DCchapter 
www.facebook.com/jacldcchapter/ 
http://www.facebook.com/jacldcchapter/ 
www.jacl-dc.org
https://jacl-dc.org/
https://www.instagram.com/jacldcchapter/  
https://www.instagram.com/jacldcchapter/
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