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CO-PRESIDENTS’ LETTER
Dear DC Chapter, 

During these challenging times, we reach out to all of you to offer support, connection, and 
continuity.  You will find in this issue of News Notes tips and coping strategies, articles on past 
events, and announcements for future events.  Included is noteworthy news sent to us about 
accomplishments of some of our members, which reminds us to encourage all of you to send 
us information about you and your families that we can share.

We had our first Zoom book talk, which you can read about on page 14.  Kudos to Chapter 
members John Tobe, Kim Hirose, and Risa Shimoda for a stellar show.  If you were unable to 
attend, the recording of the well-received event is available on our Chapter Facebook page, 
jacl-dc chapter.  So far, two more book talks are in the planning stages.  The next one is on 
August 12, 7:00 p.m. EDT with John Tateishi discussing his book, Redress: The Inside Story of 
the Successful Campaign for Japanese American Reparations.  A third book talk will be Shirley 
Higuchi’s book, Setsuko’s Secret: Heart Mountain and the Legacy of the Japanese American 
Incarceration published by @UWiscPress.  We will let you know the date and time when it is 
scheduled.  

Because of the pandemic, virtual events are available throughout the summer.  Details are in 
the articles on Tadaima, p. 9 and Tsuru for Solidarity, p. 12.  Please complete the survey below 
to give us feedback on Chapter programming for the year.

In the meantime, we wholeheartedly offer our support to you in the way of services such as 
errand running and grocery shopping, information, and comforting words.  When we say, 
“Stay safe and be well,” we mean it not only in words but also in action to you, our valuable 
members.

With much gratitude,
Janice Nakano Faden
Nikki Yamashiro

JACL DC CHAPTER SURVEY

Because of COVID-19, our Chapter realizes that we will need to adjust our annual events (i.e., 
Keiro Kai and Mochitsuki) to virtual programs.  With that in mind, we would like to get your input 
on your interests or types of programs that would support you during this time.  Please take a few 
minutes and respond to this short survey.  We are especially looking for information about your 
interests as well as if you would like to volunteer to lead a virtual event or become more involved 
with the JACL DC board and Chapter.  All responses will be kept confidential and only used to 
inform Chapter planning and engagement.  Please complete before August 31.  Thank you in 
advance for your participation.

Survey link:  https://forms.gle/Jj4JWZnpzjzjmBTr7

Also, if you are in need of any support during this time, 
please email us at jaclwdc@gmail.com.
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JACL DC Chapter 2nd Virtual Book Talk 
With John Tateishi

The JACL DC Chapter is pleased to invite our members and friends to participate in our second FREE 
virtual event via Zoom.  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jacl-dc-chapters-2nd-virtual-book-talk-with-john-
tateishi-tickets-114932215350

Join us on Wednesday, August 12, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. EDT to virtually meet with author John Tateishi, 
a leader of the JACL Redress Committee, as he discusses the herculean fight for an official government 
apology and compensation for the imprisonment of more than 120,000 Japanese Americans during 
World War II in his book, Redress: The Inside Story of the Successful Campaign for Japanese American 
Reparations.

This campaign was seeking an unprecedented admission of wrongdoing from Congress. It depended on 
a unified effort but began with an acutely divided community: for many, the shame of “camp” was so 
deep that they could not even speak of it; money was a taboo subject; the question of the value of liberty 
was insulting. Besides internal discord, the American public was largely unaware that there had been 
concentration camps on US soil, and Tateishi knew that concessions from Congress would only come 
with mass education about the government’s civil rights violations. Beyond the backroom politicking and 
verbal fisticuffs that make this book a swashbuckling read, Redress is the story of a community reckoning 
with what it means to be both culturally Japanese and American citizens; how to restore honor; and what 
duty it has to protect such harms from happening again. This book has powerful implications as the idea 
of reparations shapes our national conversation.

The Zoom link, password, and call-in information for this event will only be shared with those registered 
for the event.

There will be an opportunity for questions during a Q&A session at the end of the talk. Please note, it is 
not required to have read the book before this event.

Author Bio:
John Tateishi, born in Los Angeles, was incarcerated from ages three to six at Manzanar, one of America’s 
ten World War II concentration camps. He studied English Literature at UC Berkeley and attended UC 
Davis for graduate studies. He played important roles in leading the campaign for Japanese American 
redress, and as the JACL director, used the lessons of the campaign to help ensure that the rights of this 
nation’s Arab and Muslim communities were protected after 9/11.
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ALICE LIN IS REELECTED 
CO-PRESIDENT OF CAPASA

DC Chapter Board co-vice president Alice 
Lin has been reelected co-president of the 
Congressional Asian Pacific American Staff 
Association (CAPASA).  CAPASA is a non-
partisan congressional staff organization 
designed to provide opportunities to meet 
other Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders on 
Capitol Hill through professional development 
seminars, social networking events, and more.  
Congratulations, Alice, for making a difference 
in another leadership position!

CHAPTER FAMILY MEMBERS

TADAIMA
"I'm home!"

On July 21, Alice Imamoto Takemoto, along with 
her son and Chapter member Paul Takemoto, 
presented a Zoom conversation about her 
experiences incarcerated at Jerome, Arkansas 
during World War II.  She also recounted 
her years earning a degree in piano at the 
Oberlin Conservatory immediately afterwards.  
Alice is the last surviving Japanese American 
Oberlin graduate who enrolled in Oberlin 
College, during the period when the institution 
sponsored Japanese American students who 
were leaving camp to go to college or who 
were forced to leave campuses on the west 
coast.  The Zoom event was sponsored by 
the Oberlin Club of Washington, D.C. and the 
Network of Oberlin Asian Alumni (NOAA).
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Mary Murakami’s Podcast

Here is a link to Mary Murakami’s podcast, where 
she tells her story about growing up in California 
and being incarcerated during World War II at 
the age of 14 in Topaz Concentration Camp.  
This interview is part of the Divided Families 
Podcast series, Stories of Family Separation.  At 
the end of her interview, Mary explains why it is 
important to be vocal about her experiences to 
educate others in the hopes that history will not 
repeat itself.

You can find the edited version here on Apple 
Podcasts: 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/ep-5-
stories-from-topaz-japanese-internment-camp-
mary/id1494522013?i=1000473734072

And the unedited version of the conversation 
here:
https://soundcloud.com/
dividedfamiliespodcast/ep-5-unedited-stories-
from-topaz-japanese-internment-camp-with-
mary-murakami 

VOLUME XL  |  NO. 2  |  SUMMER 2020

Japanese American Citizens League - Washington, D.C. Chapter

DC NEWS NOTES
CHAPTER FAMILY MEMBERS

WEDDINGS 

Kathryn (Katie) Hollingshead and Robert 
(Bobby) Murphy were married on July 18, 
2020.  The couple first met at the University 
of Maryland and both work for Montgomery 
County Public Schools.  Plans for a large 
wedding were thwarted due to health 
precautions for family and friends and current 
social distancing guidelines.  The wedding 
ceremony was nonetheless beautiful and was 
held at Dorothy (Katie’s sister) and Brandon 
Mita’s home with parents and siblings present 
and a few relatives joining virtually via 
FaceTime.
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Frank and Barbara Nekoba’s Son Wins Teaching Award

AWARD-WINNING TEACHER USES MUSIC TO TEACH LIFE SKILLS
https://www.thesmithcenter.com/blog/award-winning-teacher-uses-music-to-teach-life-skills/

Heart of Education winner Mark Nekoba says his successful career as a band teacher almost didn’t happen.

“I always thought I was going to be an engineer and design airplanes,” says Nekoba, who has now taught 
band for more than thirty years.

Nekoba claims his vocational plans got sidetracked when he joined his local high school band. Inspired by 
a dynamic band director and the camaraderie of his bandmates, Nekoba became hooked.
“Band ended up becoming a part of me,” he says.

After attending the University of Arizona on a band scholarship, Nekoba accepted a job with the Clark 
County School District. Today he teaches band to students in grades 6 to 8 at Jack Lund Schofield Middle 
School, where his bands consistently receive superior ratings and are said to achieve a sound and product 
beyond the middle school level.

Preparing Students for the Challenges of Life
As a band instructor, Nekoba gently pushes his students to improve on their musical abilities, teaching 
students instruments they never thought they’d play, helping them to read music and identify parts of 
music.

But Nekoba says his emphasis in the classroom is always to teach personal conduct above all else.
“I teach students how to conduct themselves, how to work with others, how to be responsible and 
accountable to others, as well as to themselves,” says Nekoba.

Continued on next page.
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Nekoba knows that most of his students don’t plan to become professional musicians, so he makes it a 
priority to give them the life skills that will help them be successful at whatever they do.

“Fortunately, learning music is a great way to instill good habits like discipline and motivation,” he says.

Nobody Gets Turned Away
Despite teaching as many as 300 students each year, Nekoba says he will never turn away students from 
the band program.

When colleagues of his who taught the school’s autistic program wanted to provide more mainstream 
class experiences for their students on the autism spectrum, Nekoba welcomed these students into the 
band program.

Dedication and Lasting Friendships
Nekoba also believes in helping the next generation of arts educators. To date, he has mentored as many 
as 24 student teachers, all of whom are teaching band students of their own now.

Nekoba’s commitment to his students and his community earned him multiple nominations and ultimately 
recognition as one of the top 20 teachers for The Smith Center’s fifth-annual Heart of Education Awards, 
which celebrate outstanding Clark County School District (CCSD) educators who go above and beyond 
for their students.

A lifelong fan of the performing arts, having grown up in Virginia just 30 minutes from the Kennedy 
Center, Nekoba says he’s really looking forward to the reopening of The Smith Center.

“We all need the arts,” he says.

CHAPTER FAMILY MEMBERS

Barbara Nekoba's Son Wins Teaching Award, Cont’d
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Woks for Washington: Student Led Nonprofit
Preserving Asian Culture and Cuisine Post-COVID

Woks for Washington is a grassroots initiative based in the 
Washington, DC metro area, focused on preserving Asian 
American culture, primarily through sharing Asian cuisine. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, we have seen increased 
racism and xenophobia against the Asian American community, 
prompting us to reflect on our dual identities as both Asians and 
Americans. Having these dual backgrounds means that we have 
a duty to do our best for the good of our communities here in 
the DC area and in the US as a whole, and a duty to continue 
sharing our culture with our non-Asian brothers and sisters, so 
that one day we may lessen the underlying prejudices against us, 
and help to unify Americans and bridge racial divides.

We’ve chosen to focus on Asian cuisine due to the increased 
phobia of Asian spaces and food following COVID, and because 
we think Asian cuisine is an essential part of our culture.

Preserving Asian cuisine serves as a major way for the Asian community to continue to share what makes 
us so diverse with the rest of the world, since it's often one of the easiest and most palatable ways in 
which people can experience our culture. Through preserving Asian cuisine, we hope we can also help to 
maintain and grow the diversity unique to the DC area, and continue to play a part in making our capital 
a place that welcomes all races, cultures, and nationalities.

How WFW Started & the COVID-19 Meal Delivery Initiative

Co-founders and sisters, Grace and Cathleen Shi, started Woks for Washington following the COVID-19 
outbreak as a way to support the local Asian restaurants they grew up loving. Both are native Marylanders, 
born and raised in Rockville, MD.

Asian restaurants in the Washington DC metro area have reported as much as 20-50% decline in business 
due to xenophobia, on top of cash flow pressures brought on by regulated quarantine efforts. WFW is 
here to play a part in preserving these Asian restaurants, many of which are mom-and-pop shops that 
embody all the hardships of starting a small business and the struggles of keeping aspirations and dreams 
afloat during these hard times.

WFW’s first initiative involves supporting these Asian restaurants following the rapid decline in business 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Continued on next page.
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Woks for Washington Cont’d
All donations will be used to buy and deliver meals from local Asian restaurants to essential workers.

WFW just made its first meal donation from Sichuan Jin River to Adventist HealthCare Shady Grove 
Medical Center on 7/24/2020!

Following this first initiative, Woks for Washington hopes to grow into a platform for sharing Asian culture 
through Asian cuisine, and to be a voice for Asian American solidarity.

Woks for Washington Co-Founders and Team

Grace Shi recently graduated from Cornell University, where she studied business and finance. Although 
Grace is normally based in NYC, she returned to Maryland following the COVID-19 outbreak to be closer 
to family during work from home. Asian cuisine has played a pivotal role in her life, from learning how to 
make dumplings as a 3-year old with her grandmother, to all those lively get-togethers at our local Asian 
restaurants. She hopes that her passion for sharing Asian culture, along with the management skills she 
learned in school, will help her give back to not only the Asian restaurant community, but also those 
fighting on the front-lines for the safety and health of our families.

Cathleen Shi is a rising 8th grader at Robert Frost Middle School. Since she was a little girl, her parents 
would alway emphasize the importance of my culture, so she believes that keeping our Asian restaurant 
community stable plays an imperative part in keeping this wonderful region as diverse as possible. Asian 
culture has impacted her in so many different ways, and is such a large part of her identity. When she 
grows up, she wants to continue her passion to help the Asian American community even while working.

The WFW team includes Winnie Ho, Catherine Wei, Kimberly Wong, and Aditya Shukla, all of whom are 
part of Cornell’s Class of 2019. The team is made up of different expertise and abilities, but all have a deep 
connection with the Asian American community.

Show Your Support

You can show your support by donating to the cause! 100% of donations are used to purchase and 
deliver meals from local Asian restaurants to essential workers in the DC metro area. Every donation gets 
us one step closer to partnering with another restaurant in need.

You can also spread the word about the WFW story! Follow Woks for Washington on Instagram and 
Facebook for updates and interesting tidbits on Asian food culture.

Woks for Washington Website
GoFundMe Link
WFW Instagram
WFW Facebook Page
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Tadaima!  A Community Virtual Pilgrimage
by Linda Sato Adams & Hanako Wakatsuki

In response to the cancellations this year of the 
pilgrimages to the Japanese American incarceration 
camps, the Japanese American Memorial Pilgrimages 
(JAMP) is hosting virtual pilgrimages spread across 
nine themed weeks.  Tadaima! A Community Virtual 
Pilgrimage will feature pre-recorded and live-streamed 
content, as well as opportunities to engage with 
presenters and gather, virtually, as a community.  
“Tadaima!” translates as “I’m home!” in Japanese, and is 
a way of acknowledging that we are all home right now 
and the important reasons for why that is, while also 
celebrating the history, diversity, strength, and vibrancy 
of the Nikkei community.

This collaborative undertaking brings together 
representatives from many different parts of the Nikkei 
community as well as scholars, artists, and educators 
committed to actively memorializing the history of the 
Japanese American incarceration during World War 
II.  Taking place from June 13 – August 16, 2020, this 
program will take the community on a journey through 
Japanese American history from immigration to today.  

This program is the largest online, community-based 
program that the National Park Service has ever 
presented.  They have a coalition of over 60 organizations 
supporting and creating over 280+ programs for this 
online event.  The program is 65 days long and there 
is programming to appeal to a variety of participants 
throughout the themed weeks.  So far, there have been 
75,000 participants from all across the world.  

The National Japanese American Memorial Foundation, 
featuring John Tobe as chair, is participating in week 
nine to provide a site tour of the memorial. 

For information about Tadaima, or to register: 
https://www.jampilgrimages.com/virtualpilgrimageregistration

Week 5:  Nikkei Block Party:  Nikkei Block Party                                                           

Week 6:  Film – Masters of Modern Design

Areas of Tadaima Participation in US
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Tsuru for Solidarity Joins the Shut Down Berks Coalition 
Protest at the [ICE Detention Center] Berks Family Residential 

Center in Pennsylvania
by Julie Abo

The deafening sound of cars honking greeted anyone arriving at the Berks Family Residential Center, in 
Leesport, Pennsylvania on Friday, July 17.  It was a full day of socially distanced protest organized by the 
Shut Down Berks Coalition, comprised of 60 immigrant advocacy and civil rights organizations.  This date 
was significant because it was the deadline set by Judge Gee U.S. District Court judge on June 26 that all 
children being held by ICE be released.  Just two days before, the release was postponed to July 27, but 
the protest went on. 

The Shut Down Berks Coalition organized a whole day of protest.  One part of the day, Tsuru for Solidarity, 
JACL of Philadelphia, JACL National, Free Migration Project, Haitian Women for Haitian Refugees, Families 
for Freedom, and the Haitian Bridge Alliance came together to protest the detention by drumming, singing 
Haitian songs in Creole, quietly meditating, and speaking out.  Wearing masks and taking care to be 
socially distant, several people spoke about the injustice that the four families inside of the “Berks County 
Residential Center” face.  Organizer Mike Ishii said it was critical to ally with these Haitian advocacy 
organizations. 

“We demand that Governor Wolf respect Black lives and issue an Emergency Removal Order, and we call 
on the Berks County Commissioners to cancel their contract with ICE,” said Rob Buscher, President of the 
JACL Philadelphia Chapter and Tsuru for Solidarity Steering Committee member. 

From the outside, it looks like any other municipal brick building with its sign: “Berks County Residential 
Center.”  In smaller letters underneath, it reads “Family Immigration Center.” But under this facade is 
the only public facility in the nation being used as a federal prison for family asylum seekers; others are 
privately run.  This scenario is all too similar to the “camps” of 1942. 

Continued on next page.
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David Inoue, JACL National Executive Director and member of the Tsuru for Solidarity Steering Committee, 
called upon the morality of the audience, the protesters, the prison personnel, and the few locals who 
came to listen.  “We are all here today out of a moral outrage for what is happening.  This is not who 
we aspire to be as a nation, imprisoning families and children. … As a nation, we should have learned 
our lesson that incarcerating Japanese American families was wrong.  We must stop repeating the same 
mistakes throughout our history.  We are all better than this as a nation.  Pennsylvania and Berks County, 
you are better than this as a community.  Stand up for what is right and set these families free.”

Harmony Divine, a recent graduate of Democracy Prep Charter High in New York City and supporter of 
the Haitian Women for Refugees, made the trip to “stand up for democracy.” 

Hiro Nishikawa, a Nisei Japanese American, who was incarcerated at Poston Camp 1 Block 18 2A, spoke 
as a member of JACL Philadelphia.  He has been coming to the Berks detention center for years as a 
witness of history,  He feels a moral obligation to speak up.  ICE has been detaining families with young 
children at the Berks site since 2011.  The main concern at the present is the continued running of the 
confinement site, despite the lack of a legal license from Department of Human Services. Today,  the 
presence of COVID-19 and the small size of the facility is adding to the alarm. 

“They’re outside!  They’re waving!” someone shouted.  The crowd cheered, drummed, and sang louder.  
Ninaj Raoul of Haitian Women for Refugees said it was a moment of joy when the families were allowed 
outside so they could hear the protesters drumming and singing.  Yet, at the same time it brought back 
the terror that she experienced as a refugee years ago.  She was here years ago, and she said this protest 
needs to continue until it is shut down. 

Tsuru for Solidarity, Berks, Cont’d
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Tsuru for Solidarity Revisited
by Janice Nakano Faden

On June 6 and 7, Tsuru for Solidarity held a virtual National Pilgrimage to Close the Camps in Washington, 
D.C., rather than the actual pilgrimage announced in the previous edition of News Notes.  Because of 
COVID-19 the Caravan from the west coast to Close the Camps was postponed, but Tsuru for Solidarity 
joined other organizations to call for Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) to take immediate 
steps to protect the health and safety of immigrants during this pandemic.  This included ending current 
detention of immigrants and stopping local ICE enforcement operations.  For two days, the grass roots 
organization brought together 1,000 registered attendees, 15,000 viewers, 22 healing circles for change, 
and dozens of artists, organizations, and activists.  They carried 250,000 tsuru (origami cranes), which 
many of our members folded and contributed.  Participants, guests, panelists, performers, and hosts 
gathered as a community to collectively build wisdom, healing, joy, and direction for moving forward 
intergenerationally against racism and toward transformative solidarity.  

The two-day program ended with Healing Circles.  Healing Circles are gatherings of 10 to 15 people just 
after participating in a program, event, or action for socialistic change.  Participants may be at different 
levels of commitment and degrees of activism but are concerned enough to have engaged in some action 
to learn and interested in making a difference.  DC Chapter members Julie Abo and Janice Faden served 
as facilitators in their diverse groups.  After creating a safe place, they asked group members to listen 
to each other with empathy and presence, without judging or making assumptions.  Participants shared 
their stories and responses to the stories of other group members.  The diversity among the participants 
enriched the experience and developed an extraordinary sense of community.  This movement from 
collective trauma to collective empowerment began the healing.

Beginning with July 25th, Tsuru for Solidarity is organizing a program entitled "Tsuru Rising! Necessary 
Conversations".  Plans are to have three, two-hour workshops over the summer to examine and explore 
our historical context as Japanese Americans addressing identity and intergenerational issues.  Later there 
will be a shift to a more outward facing discussion to explore internalized racism and anti-Blackness in 
the JA/AA community.  The first workshop took place on July 25.  Look for opportunities to register for 
future workshops in our e-mail announcements in the coming weeks and at https://tsuruforsolidarity.org.
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Inaugural Day of Affirmation
by Gerald Yamada

Japanese American Veterans Association (JAVA) President Gerald Yamada organized the Day of 
Affirmation ceremony, which was held on July 15, 2020, at 12 noon, as a dedicated event to honor the 
Nisei soldiers who served in World War II. 

JAVA hailed the President Harry Truman tribute to the returning 442nd Regimental Combat Team (RCT) 
as the Day of Affirmation.  President Truman saluted the 442nd RCT at the Ellipse of the White House 
on July 15, 1946, at 12 noon.  

This was an historic event because the 442nd RCT was a segregated, all Japanese American combat 
unit, except for its officers.  In addition, this was the first, and only time since, that a President reviewed a 
military unit at the White House.  

The formation of an all Japanese American combat unit made up of volunteers from the War Relocation 
Authority (WRA) camps was the idea of Mike Masaoka.  When the 442nd RCT was activated, Masaoka 
was the first to volunteer.  However, when the number of volunteers from the WRA camps did not meet 
the needed quota to form the 442nd RCT, Japanese American volunteers from Hawaii made up the 
difference.  

The Day of Affirmation ceremony was short and simple.  Yamada made opening remarks.  Following the 
opening remarks, LTC Brett Egusa (USAR) carried the wreath with a ribbon inscribed with “In Honor of 
the World War II Nisei Soldiers” from the Ceremonial Plaza to the Price of Freedom Wall of the National 
World War II Memorial in Washington, DC.   

Catherine Luette, daughter of Maj. Orville Shirey, who served with the 442nd RCT, was one of the wreath 
bearers.  Turner Kobayashi, son of Key Kobayashi, who served with the Military Intelligence Service, was 
the other wreath bearer. 

The ceremony ended with a moment of silence and a US Army bugler sounding taps.  

JAVA encouraged interested persons to view the ceremony live online via Facebook.  On the day of the 
ceremony, Facebook recorded over 1400 views of the video.

The ceremony can still be watched by going to the JAVA website at JAVA-US.org, clicking on the Day of 
Affirmation webpage, and then clicking on JAVA Facebook page link. 
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DC Chapter Virtual Book Preview and Conversation 
by Nikki Yamashiro

DC Chapter members and friends came together on a Wednesday evening for the DC Chapter’s inaugural 
Zoom event, a virtual book conversation with co-authors of the book Photographic Memories: A Story 
of Shinjitsu, Risa Shimoda and Bob Fleshner.  The July 15 event brought together over 40 people to 
learn more about the intriguing life of Risa’s father, Midori Shimoda and what it was about his story that 
compelled her to write a book about it. 

John Tobe, DC Chapter board member, moderated the event, asking the co-authors about specific 
events in Midori’s life, including how he ended up in Utah from Southern California during the voluntary 
evacuations of Japanese Americans in 1942, his arrest and detention in Fort Missoula, and his life in New 
York as a photographer, working with clients including Grace Kelly and Betty Hutton. 

The structure of the event, from the questions posed to a slideshow of photos from the book, was in 
service to creating an environment where those joining who had not been able to read the book were 
able to follow along and participate seamlessly. 

It was moving to hear Risa share the catalyst for the project; a conversation with her father’s roommate 
during his time in Utah and the feelings he held about his role in her father’s arrest.  Taking a road trip with 
her mother and sister to Southern Utah to visit with members of the family who had sponsored her father, 
Risa met with her father’s roommate, who was 17 years old at the time.  Over lunch, the remorse his 
roommate still carried with him 57 years later, having inadvertently contributed to Midori’s arrest, made it 
evident in Risa’s mind the need to tell her father’s story.

The story is one of passion, resourcefulness, and resilience.  To learn more about Photographic Memories: 
A Story of Shinjitsu, visit www.photographicmemoriesbook.com.  If you missed the book talk, a recording 
of the Zoom event is available on our Chapter Facebook page jacl-dc chapter.

Risa Shimoda is the daughter of two Americans whose parents immigrated to the united states to pursue 
opportunity.

Risa received a BS in Product Design Engineering before marketing consumer products at Procter & Gamble, 
M&M / Mars, and Coca-Cola USA.  Upon discovering whitewater paddling as a lifelong passion, she designed, 
manufactured, and marketed kayaks at Perception, Inc., before shifting to serve as the Executive Director for 
American Whitewater.  She serves as the Executive Director of the River Management Society.  An inductee in 
the International Whitewater Hall of Fame, she has written for or been featured multiple times in the American 
Whitewater Journal and River Management Society Journal, Canoe & Kayak, Paddler Magazine, Kayak Session, and 
Blue Ridge Outdoors. Risa is a member of the JACL DC chapter and currently lives in Takoma Park, Maryland.

Bob Fleshner is an executive career coach who has spent decades observing and attempting to understand 
human behavior.  Bob spent most of the early part of his career as an attorney for Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus and Walk Disney’s World on Ice.  During his tenure there, Bob spent hours digesting the amazing 
stories of those with whom he came in contact. From circus performers who hailed from Central Europe to day 
laborers trying to stay out of trouble, Bob interacted with characters of all sorts.  It was during this time that Bob 
honed his own story telling skills, which he later put to use as CEO for a division of a Fortune 50 company as well 
as during his time as the owner and operator of his own small business.

Bob writes a regular business blog and has been featured in The Washington Post and on WTOP radio in 
Washington, DC.

Bob grew up in Dumont, NJ and has known Risa since childhood and was a frequent visitor to the Shimoda 
household.
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We Are All Americans (Teacher Workshop)
by Linda Sato Adams & Janice Nakano Faden

The JACL DC Chapter and the Heart Mountain Wyoming Foundation are regional sponsors for an online 
teacher workshop, We Are All Americans, by the National Japanese American Historical Foundation 
(NJAHF) on August 4 and 5, 2020.  

In the workshop, We Are All Americans, participants will address the compelling questions: How did 
the experience of being forcibly removed from their homes and incarcerated affect the choices made 
by people of Japanese ancestry as they responded to the government’s call for loyalty and service? Why  
did some individuals believe civil rights should be restored before service, while others were committed 
to proving themselves to gain back civil rights?  How do these choices and inquiry in Japanese American 
history connect to students today and inform their decision-making?

The curriculum will focus on four case studies:
• Gordon Hirabayashi, who registered as a Conscientious Objector while his close cousin fought 

overseas
• Jack Tono, a draft resister with the Heart Mountain Fair Play Committee
• Harry Fukuhara, who served with the Military Intelligence Service (MIS)
• Walter Tsukamoto who served with the Military Intelligence Service (MIS)

There will also be a live presentation on John Okada (MIS) by Frank Abe, author of John Okada: The Life 
& Rediscovered Work of the Author of No-No Boy and a presentation by Dr. Takeshi Hoshizaki, who was 
one of the 63 Resisters of Conscience at Heart Mountain.

Teachers participating will receive a stipend of $200 for attending the two-day workshop and an option 
for equivalent credit toward recertification.    

This workshop is also cosponsored by the NJAHS and the National Park Service.  The project is funded in 
part by the Japanese American Confinement Sites grant.

US Army recruiter addressing inmates, Topaz WRA camp, February 1943, National Archives
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Continued on next page.

Asian Markets & Restaurants in the DMV Area
Names provided by Chapter members. Updated on July 29, 2020

Name & Address Phone Hours Details
Sushi Yama
328 Maple Ave W
Vienna, VA  22180
http://www.sushiyamava.com/

703.242.7701 Closed Monday
LUNCH
Tuesday - Friday: 11:30 pm - 2:30 pm
Saturday: 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
DINNER
Tuesday - Sunday:5:00 pm - 9:30 pm

Take out only

Tachibana
6715 Lowell Ave
McLean, VA  22101
http://tachibana.us/sushi/

 703.847.1771 LUNCH
Monday - Friday: 11:30 pm - 2:00 pm 
Saturday - Sunday: 12:00pm - 2:30 pm
DINNER
Monday - Thursday: 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Friday - Saturday: 4:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Sunday: 4:30-8:30pm

Carryout only
Outdoor seating available
It is strongly recommended to place your 
order ahead of time.  In some cases it may 
take an hour or more to prepare your 
meal.

Donburi (Adams Morgan)
2438 18th St NW
Washington, DC  20009
https://www.donburidc.com/visit

202.629.1047 7 days a week:11:00am - 9:00pm Dine-in and take out
Tyson’s Corner and DuPont Circle locations 
temporarily closed 

Ichiban Sushi
4251 Campbell Ave, Ste 101
Arlington, VA  22206
https://www.ichibansushishirlington.com/

Monday - Thursday:11:00 am - 10:00 pm
Friday - Saturday: 11:00 am - 10:30 pm
Sunday: 12:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Shirlington location: take out only

Takumi
310 S Washington St, Ste B
Falls Church, VA  22046
http://takumiva.com/

703.241.1128 Closed Sunday
LUNCH
Monday - Saturday: 11:30 am – 2:00 pm
DINNER
Monday - Saturday: 4:30 pm – 9:00 pm

Dine-in (Please make a reservation) and 
take out

Shabu Shabu
3081 Nutley St
Fairfax, VA  22031
http://www.californiashabushabu.com/

571.210.2252 LUNCH
Monday - Friday: 12:00 pm - 2:30 pm
DINNER
Monday - Friday: 5:00 pm -10:00 pm
Saturday - Sunday: 12:00 pm -10:00 pm

Dine-in and take out

Blue Ocean Izakaya
Pickett Shopping Center
9440 Main St 
Fairfax, VA  22031
https://www.blueoceanizakaya.com/

703.425.7555 LUNCH
Monday - Saturday: 11:30 am - 2:30 pm
Sunday: 12:00 pm –2:30 pm
DINNER
Monday - Thursday: 5:00 pm - 9:30 pm
Friday - Saturday: 5:00 pm- 10:00 pm
Sunday: 5:00 pm - 9:15 pm

Take out only

Mikaku
3065 Centreville Rd, Unit J
Herndon, VA  20171
https://mikaku.netwaiter.com/herndon/about/

703.467.0220 Monday - Friday: 11:30 am - 12:00 am
Saturday - Sunday: 11:00 am - 12:00 am

Dine in and take out

Murasaki
12158 Fairfax Towne Ctr
Fairfax, VA 22033
https://murasakijr.com/users/login

571.529.6765 LUNCH
Monday - Saturday: 11:30 am – 2:30 pm 
Sunday: 12:00 pm – 2:30 pm
DINNER
Monday - Thursday: 5:00 pm - 9:30 pm
Friday - Saturday: 5:00 pm - 10:00 pm
Sunday: 5:00pm - 9:15pm

Dine in and take out

Hanabi Ramen
3024 Wilson Blvd
Arlington, VA  22201
https://www.hanabiramensusa.com/

703.351.1275 Closed Mondays
Tuesday - Sunday: 12:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Dine in and take out

Sushi Zen
2457 N Harrison St.-
Arlington, VA  22207
https://www.sushizen.com/

703.534.6000 7 days a week:  4:30 pm - 8:30 pm Dine in and take out

Arigato Sushi
11199 Lee Hwy Ste A
Fairfax, VA  22030
http://www.arigatosushi.com/

703.352.9338 Closed Monday
Tuesday – Saturday: 11:30 am – 9:30 pm
Sunday: 12:00 pm – 9:30 pm

Dine in and take out

NORTHERN VIRGINIA
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Asian Markets & Restaurants in the DMV Area
Names provided by Chapter members. Updated on July 29, 2020MARYLAND

Name & Address Phone Hours Details
Bob's Shanghai 66
305 N Washington St 
Rockville, MD  20850
https://www.bobsshanghai66.com/

301.251.6652 7 days a week: 11:00 am – 7:30 pm Take out only
Order by phone or website

Hinata Sushi Carryout/Japanese Groceries
4947 St. Elmo Ave 
Bethesda, MD  20814

301.656.1009 Closed Monday
Tuesday - Sunday: 11:00 am – 7:00 pm

No website or online ordering, call with 
your sushi and/or grocery list & they will 
gather & bag.  Arrange for pick up & pay 
time.  Only 1-2 people in store at a time.

Hmart Wheaton
12015 Georgia Ave
Wheaton, MD  20902
https://www.hmart.com/

301.942.5071 7 days a week: 8:30 am – 8:00 pm Now open
Delivery: Order online at their website, but 
order is not taken from store and 
processing time is about 9 to 11 business 
days.

Maruichi Japanese Grocery & Gift
1047 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD  20852
https://www.maruichiusa.com/

301.545.0101 Closed Tuesdays
Monday – Saturday: 10:00 am – 7:00 pm 
Sunday: 11:00 am – 7:00 pm

Now open
Order online or call for curbside pick up
Delivery: Order online at their website. The 
minimum order is $50. Delivery fees 
start at $10.  Taxes are not included your 
purchase. *$100.00 minimum purchase, 
for deliveries further than 30 MILES

Korean Korner (Grocery)
12207 Veirs Mill Rd
Silver Spring, MD  20906
http://www.koreankorner.com/index.html

301.933.2000 7 days a week: 9:00 am to 9:30pm No delivery available

Meiwah
4457 Willard Ave
Chevy Chase, MD  20815
https://www.meiwahrestaurant.com

301.652.9882 Monday - Thursday: 11:30am - 10:00pm
Friday: 11:30am - 10:00pm
Saturday: 12:00 pm - 10:30pm
Sunday: 12:00 pm -10:00pm

Take out only 
Delivery within a limited area. (minimum 
order $15.00)

Pike Kitchen
1066 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD  20852
https://www.pikekitchen.com/

301.603.2279 7 days a week: 12:00 pm – 8:00 pm Dining open at 50% capacity
Online take out/delivery  Delivery by Uber 
Eats or Door Dash

Sushiko
5455 Wisconsin Ave 
Chevy Chase, MD  20815
https://www.sushikorestaurants.com/

301.961.1644 7 days a week: 3:30 pm – 8:30 pm Online orders
Carryout & Delivery Dinner 

Tako Grill
4914 Hampden Lane
Bethesda, MD  20814
http://www.takogrill.com/

301.652.7030 LUNCH 
Monday – Thursday: 11:30 am – 2:30 pm 
Friday – Sunday: 11:30 am – 3:00 pm 
DINNER 
7 days a week: 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

Take out only, call to order, no online 
orders no delivery, but does Door Dash, 
Uber Eats

Temari
1043 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD  20852
http://runinout.com/temari-japanese-cafe-rockville-md

301.340.7720 Closed Tuesday
LUNCH 
Monday - Friday: 11:30 am – 2:00 pm
Saturday – Sunday: 11:30 am – 3:00 pm 
DINNER 
Monday - Friday: 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
Saturday – Sunday: 4:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Take out only
Call for order, does not take orders online.

Xi'an Gourmet 
316 N Washington St
Rockville, MD  20850
https://www.xiangourmetmd.com/

240.660.2985 Closed Tuesdays
Monday: 11:00 am – 9:30 pm
Wednesday -Sunday: 11:00 am – 9:30 pm

Take out only
Cash preferred

Yuzu 
7345 Wisconsin Ave 
Bethesda, MD  20814
https://yuzubethesda.com/

240. 800.4807 Closed Sunday
Monday - Saturday: 4:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Take out and delivery only

Continued on next page.
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Name & Address Phone Hours Details
CHIKO (Chinese and Korean)
Dupont
2029 P St NW
Washington, DC  20036
Capitol Hill
423 8th St SE
Washington, DC  20003
https://www.chikodc.com/

202.331.3040 Dupont
Monday – Sunday: 11:00 am – 8:30 pm
Capitol Hill
Monday - Sunday: 5:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Take out only
DoorDash

Hana Japanese Market
2004 17th St NW
Washington DC  20001

202.939.8853 Monday – Sunday: 11:00 am – 7:00 pm Open for business
Uzu ramen & other lunch items available, 
check daily

Makan (Malaysian Restaurant)
3400 11th St NW
Washington, DC  20010
https://www.makanrestaurantdc.com/menu

202.730.2295 Tuesday – Friday: 5:00 pm – 10:00 pm
Saturday: 11:00 am – 10:00 pm

Delivery & take out

Yosaku Japanese Restaurant
4712 Wisconsin Ave NW
Washington, DC  20016
https://www.yosakusushi.com/

202.363.4453 LUNCH
Monday – Friday: 11:30 am – 2:30 pm
Saturday – Sunday: 12:00 pm – 3:00 pm
DINNER
Monday – Thursday: 5:00 pm – 10:00 pm
Friday: 2:30 pm – 11:00 pm
Saturday: 3:00 pm – 11:00 pm
Sunday:  3:00 pm – 10:00 pm

Delivery & take out

Sushi Gyaku
1420 New York Ave NW
Washington, DC  20005
https://www.gakyudc.com/

202.849.3686 Closed Sunday
Monday - Saturday: 
4:00pm – 8:00pm

Dine in and take out
Patio dining only 

Asian Markets & Restaurants in the DMV Area
Names provided by Chapter members. Updated on July 29, 2020WASHINGTON DC
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https://nysc.jacl.org/how-does-the-past-influence-your-present-ny-sc-digital-storytelling-competition/
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HOW DOES THE PAST INFLUENCE YOUR PRESENT?: 
NY/SC DIGITAL STORYTELLING COMPETITION

This summer, the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) National Youth/Student Council (NY/SC) is 
excited to introduce our Digital Storytelling competition. 

We know that storytelling has always been important, particularly for Japanese and Asian Americans. 
Much of our community history is recorded orally or passed down through personal archives, and in the 
present moment it is especially important that we take note of our experiences, memories, thoughts, and 
feelings. This competition is designed to uplift young JACL voices and use our stories, whether they be 
present or historical, to build connections with one another in times of physical distance. 

Using one of five mediums–journalistic-style essay, visual art, video presentation, poetry, or creative 
writing–we ask youth participants to send in their stories, with the theme of How does the past influence 
your present? 

We encourage entrants to be creative in their approach to the theme. How has the past–be it your 
personal, familial, national, or other histories–shaped your current experience? How has it formed your 
identity or perception of self? How will it continue to shape your future? 

You may interpret the prompt as freely as you’d like. In reviewing submissions, members of the National 
Youth/ Student Council will be evaluating based on the following attributes:

• Creativity
• Does the submission exhibit an imaginative or innovative way of thinking?

• Adherence to the Theme
• Does the submission bridge elements of the past with the present in a clear and coherent manner?

• Clarity of Story
• Is the storyline of the submission clear and easy to understand? 

• Quality of Submission  
• Does the artist avail of all of their resources to produce their story?

The competition submission form can be found here and at the bottom of this page and will open June 
28th, running until August 15th. The competition is open to all youth ages 13-30, no prior experience 
necessary. The top two entries will receive:

• Recognition in the Pacific Citizen, our JACL newsletter; 
• Publication online, both on the National Youth/Student Council site and the JACL National site;
• An expenses-covered opportunity to attend the 2021 JACL National Convention in Las Vegas to 

present their work. 

If you have any questions, please contact NY/SC Youth Representative Mieko Kuramoto at 
mkuramoto@jacl.org . We look forward to seeing your submissions!
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ABOUT THE JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE

Located in the nation’s capital, the Washington, D.C. Chapter partners with local, 
regional, national, and international organizations to build a network of support 
that maintains the proud history of the Japanese Americans and promotes the 
values and concerns of the APIA community.

JACL MEMBERSHIP
Increase your support to the JACL by increasing your membership option:

• Thousand Club: $200 per year
• Century Club: $350 per year
• Millennium Club: $1,000 per year

Please consider supporting JACL-DC with employer matching donations or in-kind donations.

Members receive a complimentary subscription to the Pacific Citizen Newspaper, free admission to the 
Japanese American National Museum in Los Angeles, CA (just show your membership card), valuable 
discounts, access to special events, and eligibility for over $70,000 in scholarships awarded every year. 
Most importantly, your membership dues also will support the mission of JACL as the oldest and largest 
Asian American organization dedicated to protecting the civil rights and liberties of all Americans and 
preserving the Japanese American cultural and historical legacy.

To join or renew your membership online, go to www.jacl.org/member! If you’d like to join or renew over 
the phone, please call 415-921-5225 (Monday-Friday, 8am-4pm PST).

CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA, FOLLOW US AND STAY IN TOUCH!!

The JACL DC Chapter website (www.jacl-dc.org) posts the latest news and resources for our members. 
On the JACL DC website, you’ll also find a photo gallery of our members at events like Keiro Kai, JACL 
Picnic, and our Mochitsuki. And you can post comments after every news item – even if it’s to say hi or 
“job well done” to friends in the chapter. Another way to keep up to date is to connect to the chapter on 
Facebook. Search for “JACLWDC” and friend us! Then you’ll get the latest information from us as posts 
to your wall. 
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@jacl_DCchapterJACL DC Chapterhttps://jacl-dc.org/ @jacldcchapter
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